United States History II
SYLLABUS AND EXPECTATIONS
Fall 2014
Mr. Tracy Donaldson
tdonaldson@kunaschools.org      *     (208) 955-0200 (School)     
Expectations:

· BE RESPECTFUL…of me, your classmates, your environment, materials, law/school rules and of course yourself…you get the picture.    
· Be PREPARED for class with the necessary materials (including assignments, books, paper, pen, attitude, and desire to succeed!)  You are expected to keep utilize a composition notebook (Writer’s Notebook) which will stay in the class.  DO NOT TAKE YOUR NOTEBOOK HOME – YOU WILL USE IT EVERY CLASS PERIOD!! 
· Be on time and ready to begin when the bell rings.

· Talk to me if you need help or have an issue…let’s not wait until a little problem becomes a major issue.  Communication is an important aspect of success in life as well as in this class.  Remember, I am a resource for you.  However, I cannot be of service if you do not communicate with me. 

· I reserve the right to add to this list at any time… 

Classroom Management

Disrespectful behavior and/or disrupting the learning process will result in the following steps:

· A warning will be given – either verbally or in writing.  
· The student and teacher will conduct an informal discussion and/or detention time will be required.
· Parents/guardians will be contacted (either by phone, e-mail, or letter) if the behavior warrants or if the behavior continues.

· Detentions may be given during lunch for the purpose of conducting a more formal conference between the student and teacher.

· Further contact (phone, e-mail, letter, and/or meeting) with a parent(s)/guardian(s) will occur.  A counselor may be notified if the behavior warrants such an action.
· An Administrator will be contacted if the behavior continues, or is severe enough in nature.
HALL PASS: 

ID IS REQUIRED TO USE HALL PASS


You will be allotted 3 hall passes (water, restroom, etc.) per semester. After the administration of the 3rd pass, you will not be able to leave the classroom unless for emergencies.  If you choose not to use your passes, they will not carry over into the next semester and they will not lift your grade to a higher standing.

Attendance and Make-Up Work

Attendance in class is extremely important to the learning process.  Excessive absences could be detrimental to your grade.  There are times when absences are unavoidable, however it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to obtain, complete, and submit make-up work within the KHS guidelines.  All assignments/materials assigned in your absence can be found in the basket labeled “Assignments”.  Your name will be on the paper and you should find time to visit with me regarding the missed material.  Again, it is your responsibility to COMMUNICATE with me.
Course Description:

By taking this course students will be introduced to the story of America - its diverse people, its varied landscape, its sturdy democracy, and its great events-told through the voices of Americans from all walks of life. As the year goes on, students will be able to place historical events in context and will consider the events’ meaning for the future.  Some of the topics to be covered in the course will include The Great Depression, The New Deal and Reform, The Road To War, World War II, The Cold War, The New Frontier, The Civil Rights Movement, War In Vietnam, From Nixon to Carter, The Republican Revolution, and Life In The 1990’s and Beyond.  This course not only is a required course in order to graduate, but hopefully it will become a course that will inspire students to want to learn about the past in order to change the future for the better. 

Course Outline:

Unit 1:  Great Depression/New Deal Policies 
· Causes of the Great Depression, Hoover Administration, Impacts on People
· FDR and his first 100 days, New Deal Impact, 2nd New Deal Impact
· Effects of the Roosevelt Recession and the Dust Bowl
Unit 2: World War 2
· Causes of WW2, U.S. Entrance
· European Theater 
· Pacific Theater
· Outcomes of War, Holocaust, Nuremburg Trials, Atomic Age
Unit 3:  Cold War / 1950’s
· United Nations, Spread of Communism
· Communism at Home and Spies
· Korean War
· Impact of TV
Unit 4: New Frontier and Great Society
· JFK, Bay of Pigs, Cuban Missile Crisis
· JFK Assassination 
· LBJ’s War of Poverty, Warren Court
Unit 5: Civil Rights Movement
· Non-violence, Martin Luther King Jr.
· Civil Rights Bill, Voting Problems, Selma Protest, Malcolm X, KKK
· MLK Assassination, Civil Rights Gains in the 1970’s
Unit 6: 1960’s
· Counter Culture, Women’s Rights
· College Riots, Mexican American and Chicano Movements
· Music Styles and Social Change
Unit 7: War in Vietnam

· The Issue
· Why the U.S. Increased Involvement
· Strategy and Horrors of War
· 1968 Election and the War’s Long Term Effects
Unit 8: From Nixon to Carter

· Nixon Years, Domestic and Foreign Policy
· Watergate and Ford Presidency
· Carter Domestic/Foreign Policy
Unit 9: Republican Revolution / 1980’s

· Reagan’s Economic Programs
· Reagan vs. USSR and the End of the Cold War
· Change of American Society from the 70’s to the 80’s
· President Bush and the Persian Gulf War
Unit 10: 1990’s and Beyong

· Regional Conflicts and Terrorism
· Clinton Domestic and Foreign Policy
· Technology and Pop Culture in the 90’s
Unit 11: September 11thand the Modern Era

· 9/11 Attacks and U.S. Response
· War on Terror
· Understanding Misconceptions and Stereotypes
Grading Scale

A = 100 to 90%
     B = 89 to 80%
  C = 79 to 70%
D = 69 to 60%
F = 59% or lower
Projected Course Points

Your grade will be calculated based on total points.  Your ability to score points is dependent upon your completion of assignments, activities, and participation.  Tentatively, the following items will be worth approximately the % listed below of total points.  Please be cognizant of your grade in order to avoid a surprise final score.
Quizzes/Tests






35%
Assignments/Projects




50%
Participation/Cooperation Points 



15%
Extra Credit opportunities will be available and/or determined as needed.
Note:  Participation Points will be earned daily.  You will score 2, 1, or a 0 dependent upon your cooperation/participation/behavior and points will be allocated accordingly.  Absences hurt your ability to earn these points – including tardiness!
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