United States History I 
SYLLABUS AND EXPECTATIONS
Fall 2014
Mr. Tracy Donaldson
tdonaldson@kunaschools.org      *     (208) 955-0200 (School)     
Expectations:

· BE RESPECTFUL…of me, your classmates, your environment, materials, law/school rules and of course yourself…you get the picture.    
· Be PREPARED for class with the necessary materials (including assignments, books, paper, pen, attitude, and desire to succeed!)  You are expected to keep utilize a composition notebook (Writer’s Notebook) which will stay in the class.  DO NOT TAKE YOUR NOTEBOOK HOME – YOU WILL USE IT EVERY CLASS PERIOD!! 
· Be on time and ready to begin when the bell rings.

· Talk to me if you need help or have an issue…let’s not wait until a little problem becomes a major issue.  Communication is an important aspect of success in life as well as in this class.  Remember, I am a resource for you.  However, I cannot be of service if you do not communicate with me. 

· I reserve the right to add to this list at any time… 

Classroom Management

Disrespectful behavior and/or disrupting the learning process will result in the following steps:

· A warning will be given – either verbally or in writing.  
· The student and teacher will conduct an informal discussion and/or detention time will be required.
· Parents/guardians will be contacted (either by phone, e-mail, or letter) if the behavior warrants or if the behavior continues.

· Detentions may be given during lunch for the purpose of conducting a more formal conference between the student and teacher.

· Further contact (phone, e-mail, letter, and/or meeting) with a parent(s)/guardian(s) will occur.  A counselor may be notified if the behavior warrants such an action.
· An Administrator will be contacted if the behavior continues, or is severe enough in nature.
HALL PASS: 

ID IS REQUIRED TO USE HALL PASS


You will be allotted 3 hall passes (water, restroom, etc.) per semester. After the administration of the 3rd pass, you will not be able to leave the classroom unless for emergencies.  If you choose not to use your passes, they will not carry over into the next semester and they will not lift your grade to a higher standing.

Attendance and Make-Up Work

Attendance in class is extremely important to the learning process.  Excessive absences could be detrimental to your grade.  There are times when absences are unavoidable, however it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to obtain, complete, and submit make-up work within the KHS guidelines.  All assignments/materials assigned in your absence can be found in the basket labeled “Assignments”.  Your name will be on the paper and you should find time to visit with me regarding the missed material.  Again, it is your responsibility to COMMUNICATE with me.
Course Description:

Sophomore semester U.S. history is a survey course beginning with the Westward Expansion Movement of the early 1800’s and ending with the prosperous 1920’s and Jazz Age.  Possible units to be covered include: Industrial Revolution in the U.S., Progressivism and improvements at home, U.S. Imperialism, and World War 1.  
Course Outline:

Unit 1:  Expectations, Getting Acquainted, Tools of the Historian, and Westward Expansion 
· Jackson Policy
· Movement West including Mexican American War, Gold Rush, Old West
· Geography, Economics, Global Perspectives, and Westward Expansion in the United States in the 19th Century
Unit 2: Industrial Revolution
· Labor Movements in the United States
· Factors Leading to the Rise of Industrialization 
· Geographical Impacts on Industrialization
· Economic Impact of the Industrial Revolution on the United States
Unit 3:  Progressivism in the United States
· History of Reform during the Progressive Era in the United States
· Global Impact of Progressive Reform
· Economic Issues Contributing to Progressivism
· Migration, Immigration, and Imperialism

Unit 4:  U.S. Imperialism in the 1800’s

· Conflicts Abroad
· Spanish American War 
· Theodore Roosevelt, Panama Canal and Nation Building
Unit 5:  World War I 
· Historical overview of WWI

· Global Perspectives – Social and Political Unrest in Europe and U.S. Isolationism
· Economic challenges and outcomes in Pre and Post War America and Europe
· Geographical Outcomes

Unit 6: Roaring 20’s and the Jazz Age

· Influence of Music and Sport
· Prohibition and Gangsters
· Women’s Suffrage
Grading Scale

A = 100 to 90%
     B = 89 to 80%
  C = 79 to 70%
D = 69 to 60%
F = 59% or lower
Projected Course Points

Your grade will be calculated based on total points.  Your ability to score points is dependent upon your completion of assignments, activities, and participation.  Tentatively, the following items will be worth approximately the % listed below of total points.  Please be cognizant of your grade in order to avoid a surprise final score.
Quizzes/Tests






35%
Assignments/Projects




50%
Participation/Cooperation Points 



15%
Extra Credit opportunities will be available and/or determined as needed.
Note:  Participation Points will be earned daily.  You will score 2, 1, or a 0 dependent upon your cooperation/participation/behavior and points will be allocated accordingly.  Absences hurt your ability to earn these points – including tardiness!
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